Trends in the geographic distribution of dental clinics in Japan.
In Japan, along with the increase in the number of dentists, the number of dental facilities has continuously increased as well. This study aimed to examine whether the increase in the number of dental clinics in Japan has led to an improvement in their geographic distribution. We analysed the number of dental clinics and population in all municipalities in Japan as of 2000, 2005 and 2010. We obtained data on the population from the population census and data on the number of dental clinics from the Survey of Medical Institutions. The number of municipalities was 3,258 in 2000 but had dropped to 1,750 by 2010 due to municipal mergers so population and dental data for other years were recalculated based on 2010 municipal boundaries. Lorenz curves and Gini coefficients were used to assess the distribution of dental clinics per 100,000 persons. The mean number of dental clinics per 100,000 persons among all municipalities was 49.9 in 2000, 52.2 in 2005 and 53.4 in 2010. The Gini coefficient for the clinics in the whole country was 0.172 in 2000, 0.164 in 2005 and 0.153 in 2010. The results suggest that the regional inequalities in the availability of dentists have been reduced gradually as the number of dental clinics has increased.